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 Four Stages of Learning: 

 
There are four stages of learning. When training a new 
behaviour, you must address each of these stages 
before you can consider the behaviour ‘trained’. The 
four stages are: 
 

 Acquisition: the process of learning the new 
behaviour; 

 Fluency: perfecting the behaviour and having 
the behaviour become automatic; 

 Generalisation: the process of learning to 
perform the behaviour under a different 
condition and/or a different environment; 

 Maintenance: practicing the behaviour on an 
ongoing basis to ensure the behaviour continues 

Sources: 
“Positive Gun Dogs” – Jim Barry, Mary Emmen & Susan Smith 
“Open & Utility Training – The Motivational Method” – Jack 
and Wendy Volhard 


